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This report synthesizes the information provided in the evaluation forms completed by participants who 

attended the Centre for EU-Russia Studies’ Second International Summer School, entitled Prospects for 

Democracy, Stability and Europeanization in Ukraine: What Lessons from the Baltic Experience?, which 
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was held at the University of Tartu from August 17-22, 2015. The number of participant evaluations used 

to compile this report was 19.  

 
1) Please rate your overall satisfaction with the summer school: 
 
18 participants rated “very satisfied” and 1 participant rated “somewhat satisfied.” No participants marked 

“somewhat dissatisfied” or “very dissatisfied.”  

 
2) Please tell us why you think so (provide a brief explanation for your assessment): 
 
Most participant responses reflected general satisfaction and included the following:   

● The School provided an efficient balance of lectures and movie screenings, discussions and 

cultural events. The chosen themes were very relevant to the social and political transformation 

processes in Ukraine. 

● It was a very exciting week, and there were certainly many memorable moments, but if I were to 

outline something I liked most, it would first of all be the chance to see Estonia “from the inside”. 

From the daily life in Tartu and Tallinn – walking around the city, hearing lectures in university 

halls, scanning the latest newspapers headlines in an R-kiosk – to talking personally to people 

from  academic  community,  NGOs,  and  government  who  have  brought  about  Estonia’s 

independence and who make it a successful country now – this was a unique and irreplaceable 

way to get to know Estonia better.  

● I appreciated the opportunity to learn, as the title of the summer school fittingly put it, the lessons 

from Estonia for Ukraine. Estonia, in my opinion, is indeed an inspiring success story: politically, 

economically, and in terms of national integration and foreign policy. For  me,  the  lessons  from  

Estonia  for  Ukraine  come  down  to  the  following:  to  be  bold,  be confident,  and  to get 

prepared. To write our  own  story,  show  the  world our identity  that  is  not ingrained in the 

stereotypes of the past. And most importantly: to believe we can do it. Plus, as perhaps can only 

be seen when going back to Ukraine after the summer school was over, the week spent in Estonia 

allowed me to get distracted from everyday issues and to focus instead on broader processes and 

the matters that are common for the two countries. Therefore, participating in the summer school 

helped me track Estonia’s progress and showed me what we in Ukraine can learn from Estonia. 

● The Summer School was one of the best experiences that I had in my life. The course was full of 

surprises and I enjoyed every little thing. From the beginning, everything was very well planned 

and summer school organizers were always there to give us the support that we needed. I had the 

opportunity to discover Estonia, to make new friends and, the most important thing, to learn with 

each one of them. Also I consider the summer school to be one of the best experiences I ever had 

for my education. The final balance is doubtless positive and I recommend this Summer School to 

all my friends that would like to have an experience like this one. 

● Summer school was organized on a high level. Organizers took into consideration all necessary 

details and took care of participants very well. What I appreciate the most is their approach to us 

and their enthusiasm as well as passion. Thank you, lecturers/speakers/funders, for such a great 

opportunity and experience. 

● I am very satisfied, because I achieved all my aims which I had set before the trip. This goes to 

discovering Estonia and all its fields of life, enjoying interesting lectures and meetings with 

professors and experienced professionals in many fields, especially in foreign policy, security, 

governance, European integration and reforms. I learned what similarities and differences Estonia 

has with other Baltic States and I am glad that now I know what Estonian national identity is. It 

was great to have a free time and visit Estonian museums and landmarks. I really liked the film-

screening and each of films was particularly interesting for me. I found a lot of positive and 

relevant experience for Ukraine, while I was also impressed how similar Estonian and Ukrainian 

histories are. Besides, I met many new friends both among Estonians and Ukrainians. Last but not 
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least, a scholarship was a great part of making a trip successful and comprehensive in getting 

understand better Estonia and enjoy its achievements. This was unforgettable experience which I 

believe will be useful for me during the whole lifetime. 

● Summer school was organized on a high level in terms of organization of the events, lectures, 

excursion, movies. I could notice that it was a very warm welcome from Estonian part. It was also 

very good accommodation, transfer etc. I am very grateful to Estonian MFA for finance support. 

It would be impossible for me to participate in this school without all the financial coverage. 

● The organization was top level, we had no problem with flights, bus transfers, accommodation 

and food.  I appreciated that Maryana Semenyshyn met us in the airport, organized the group and 

controlled our safety. And in Estonia, when we came, all was very well planned too. The program 

of the summer school was also very comprehensive. The topic of the school is of my academic 

interest, so I just have no additional comments. It was amazing. I am inspired.  

● As a non-Ukrainian participant my main goal was to learn more about the general situation in 

Ukraine and about the specific obstacles they are facing in terms of transforming into a 

democratic state. I think those goals were reached fairly well.  

● First and foremost, the program itself was organized on high level and everything was scheduled 

perfectly. Secondly, the content of the summer school was diverse so all the participants, who 

work at different spheres could find something that was more related to their particular interests. 

Thirdly, organizers were so friendly and eager to tell as much as possible about Estonia, that you 

couldn’t but fell in love with this country. And last but not least, summer school contained not 

only lectures but various cultural activities that led participants to get to know Estonia from 

different angles.   

 
Below is the only suggestion made in response to this question:  

● As a non-Ukrainian, I felt that there was a big divide between Ukrainians and the rest. I think that 

creating a Facebook group by the organizers a week before the classes start in order to introduce 

the students with each other would have prevented this divide. 

 
3) Please rate the overall quality of the school’s program (lectures, seminars, meetings, visits): 
 
17 participants rated “excellent” while 2 participants rated “good.” No participants rated “average” or 

“poor.”  
 
4) Which aspects of the program (lectures, seminars, meetings and visits, trip to Tallinn) did you 

find particularly useful or interesting and why? 
 
Below are responses related to the academic components of the school:  

● “Nation-building and societal integration: lessons from Estonia and Latvia” by Dr. Kristina 

Kallas 

● “The Baltic experience from Soviet Union to European Union” by Dr. Piret Ehin 

● “Collective memory and identity conflicts” by Dr. Heiko Pääbo 

● I found meetings with Estonian MPs, diplomats, and activists to be the most interesting part of the  

summer  school. The  fact  that  some  of  these  meetings  were  held  in  the  Museum  of  

Occupations  and  in the Parliament of Estonia adds significance to them.  

● What I found most valuable at the University of Tartu were the lectures and meetings. The 

lectures and meetings were lively, engaging and inspirational. The ideas I have gotten from 

speakers are great. 

● Especially I was impressed by the meeting with Trivimi Velliste and his tales of those times, 

which were in Estonia. 

● I found the e-government lecture and the class of Jüri Luik the most beneficial for me. Both of the 

lectures cleared out many questions I had about Estonia. In particular, I liked the way the e-
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residence idea was presented – that it’s still an ongoing process to make the most out of this idea 

although it is often presented like a complete and not very efficient product. 

● Almost all the lectures were interesting and informative, in particular I’d mention lectures by Dr. 

Piret Ehin, Dr. Kadri Lühiste, Prof. Andrey Makarychev, Dr. Eva-Clarita Pettai, and Dr. Mikhail 

Suslov;  material  was  chosen  very  professionally  and  left  space  for  reflections.   

● For me the most interesting lectures was about E-voting and  E-government in Estonia (because I 

worked on the elections in Ukraine), the most interesting lectures was about collective memory, 

seminars with Dr. Piret Ehin, Prof Andrey Makarychev, Dr. Mikhail Suslov, Kristina Kallas and 

Vello Pettai (because I’m studying political science and these topics are familiar for me).  

● I appreciated also the format of lectures with discussions and questions, providing us with 

possibility to get answers for matters of concern and to share our opinions as Ukrainians. The 

visit of the Supreme Court was very educational, a very friendly and welcoming atmosphere.  

● For me the lecture on the topic of European integration of Estonia was especially interesting 

because I am working in the field of European integration of Ukraine and due to this experience I 

could compare Estonian and Ukrainian ways of getting closer to Europe. The meeting with the 

leading pro-independence activist Trivimi Velliste was also very important for me. He served as a 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia in the early 90s and I had a possibility to get acquainted 

with him.  

● I liked lectures regarding Estonian history. They mostly included the very useful information on 

how Estonia succeeded in reforms after the USSR collapse, and in particular the topics of e-

governance and national identity. I find Estonian experience in these fields practically important 

for Ukraine in the context of the current reforms.  

● Since my primary interest in Estonia lies with its neighbourhood policy to Baltic states, Nordic 

states and the EU in general, lecture by Piret Ehin was the most valuable for my future research. 

Meetings with the representatives of Estonia’s Supreme Court, Trivimi Velliste, representatives 

of Ukrainian diaspora in Estonia provided good opportunity for networking and gave us more 

understanding of how Estonia works.  

 
Below are responses related to the non-academic or cultural components offered:  

● The trip to Tallinn was a good opportunity to see Estonia from a somewhat different side – the 

one of a big city, a political and cultural center.  

● It was great idea to go to the Estonian parliament and to visit museum of occupation in Tallinn. 

And I will always remember the performance in the restaurant. 

● Especially interesting in terms of entertainment for me and for the other members of the group 

was probably visit to AHHAA Science Center, which I would recommend to visit for every 

young person. Also useful was a visit to Tartu Science Park, but most members of our group 

(considering their background) weren’t probably able to understand well development of startups 

and business modeling. Pleasant impression was left also after meetings with Tartu-based NGOs 

assisting Ukraine (Estonian Refugee Council and NGO Vaba Ukraina) and Ukrainian community 

in Tallinn. 

● Evening films were great for deeper perceiving of the information learned at lectures and 

excursions.  

● I was positively impressed with the meetings at the Museum of Occupation, which exceeded my 

expectations. Speakers stuck to the point, discussing interesting and most important matters, 

explaining their derivation through history, comparing some issues with Russian-speakers etc. 

● What I’m most thankful for are perfectly chosen movies for our movie nights. Singing 

Revolution captures the history of Estonia regaining its independence, and we get to know about 

the technique called tableau vivant through the movie about deportation of Estonians to Siberia.  
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5) How could the content and program of the summer school be improved?  What topics, lectures, 

meetings or other activities should be dropped, what could be added? Feel free to offer suggestions 

to specific lecturers or staff members, if necessary. 
 
Most suggestions from participants focused on lecture topics and format. Below were common responses:  

● I would add more time to discussing the Baltic experience on its transition to the EU and to 

discussing perspectives of Eastern partnership. 

● It would be interesting for me to learn how this kind of economic freedom was achieved and what 

its effects on business and society are.  

● In my humble opinion, it is a good idea to extend the amount of practical information about Baltic 

States experience in lectures. During some of them I felt that it is too much theoretical 

information. 

● I would recommend for the future to devote part of the program to economic transformation and 

the specific reforms that have been carried out in Estonia after 1991 (liberalization, stabilization, 

privatization and tax reform; because most of the time  we  talked  about today’s  Estonia, except  

for  implementation  of  e-government).  

● I would add more argumentation to some ideas in the lectures, especially discourses, lessening the 

part of open questions, which are also needed, in fact.  

● In my view it is useful to add a topic on foreign policy of Estonia, bilateral relations with Ukraine 

in comparison with Russia and Belarus.  

● Analysis of the EU’s assistance to Estonia, Estonia’s participation in the EU decision-making 

process, energy & environment: internal and external policies. 

● I suppose it would be nice to talk more on practical issues and less about theory. Piret’s lecture 

was too short for me, I would like to talk on this topic at least 1 hour more – this topic is one of 

the most important during the whole school.  

● It would be a good idea for the participants of the summer school to brainstorm on some issues 

and then discuss it with a lecturer (for instance it is possible to divide people in small brainstorm 

groups). 

    
Additional comments focused on other aspects of the school and included the following: 

● I would like to have reading materials earlier. Also it would be reasonable to give us  shorter 

materials with brief explanation of coming discussing  theme. Though, the books are also useful, 

but, in fact,  just for reading after visiting the school. 

● I would suggest organizing visits not only to the Supreme Court and Parliament, but also as to the 

executive branch (government / MFA) and the Office of the President to learn more about other 

branches in Estonia. 

● I would add some kind of short ice-breaking exercises on the first day, just to get to know each 

other and make more unified atmosphere. 

● It is useful to organize sightseeing bus tours in Tallinn next time. To arrange meetings with the 

representatives from Estonian MFA which support program financially will be a nice supplement 

to the program. 

● If anything I would, however, try to put more emphasis on the connections between different 

parts of the program, how they all add to the democracy building and why one might desire a 

free, democratic society in the first place. It seemed that while this might be elementary for some, 

it may not be the case for all of the participants due to their very different (social and academic) 

backgrounds. 

● I think it’s worth adding perhaps a sort of work in groups. Giving students the task to model the 

situation or draft kinds of report/summary on topic/presentation.  

● I’d suggest more meetings with some people in Q&A format, it might be especially interesting. 

 
6) Please rate the practical organization of the school: 
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17 participants responded with “excellent” and 2 participants responded with “good.” No participants 

responded with “average” or “poor.”   
 
7) Please explain your position:  
 
Participants held a very positive view toward the organization of the school. Their responses included the 

following: 
● I observed that Piret, Varje, Mariana were very dedicated to the organization of the School, so 

this and other factors made the school a big success. 

● Very  good  hotels  with  friendly  staff,  a  good  plan  of  the  study  days  that  were  divided  

into lectures and visits. Lots of help from the summer school team with getting visas. I am 

especially grateful for the different options of food for the dinner in the hotel and during the bus 

transfer from the airport to Tartu, as I cannot eat some products due to health reasons. 

● I really enjoyed pleasant and friendly attitude of the organizers, their willingness to help. The 

program was intense and informative, and I also liked that it included entertainment (including a 

free Saturday to stroll in Tallinn). Lecturers and places for visits were selected professionally. 

● As a participant I had everything I needed: preparation for the trip in advance with clear 

directions for each step, contacting regularly per e-mails and directly answering for additional 

questions, and the non-standard organizational issues were taken into account by the moderators 

(organizers); information on paper for most important needs, and moderators always answered 

the questions and gave their suggestions for practical daily matters; funds for most important 

things. 

● People I saw at this summer school were happy, energetic, smiling faces. It was great to be part of 

that, and makes me confident that practical organization of the school was excellent and what 

we’re all were doing was right. 

● Dear organizers, thank you for thinking about everything – I felt myself like a child under 

family’s care. You’ve thought about everything – we had a great accommodation, weren’t 

hungry, weren’t bored, had an excellent additional cultural program and a comfortable trip 

between the cities. And of course our stay at the university – you’re the best faculty I’ve seen. 

● Both academic, cultural and ‘fun’ elements of the program are in perfect balance, so you get to 

know Estonia as a whole.  

      
8) How could the practical organization of the summer school be improved?  
 
Several participants could not think of additional ways to improve the organization of the school. 

However, those that did responded with the following:  
● If there was a visit someplace else after the lectures, I could use a longer lunch break to be able to 

go to the hotel and back.  

● To have a Facebook group before the classes start with all the students and teachers. Then there is 

also a place to share pictures.  

● I have the only  suggestion -  to engage more international  students in this school.  

● The only thing I would like to add is economic topics, and discussing more the experience of 

reforms. 

● I would have liked to make more contacts from the very first day on. People need to be 

encouraged to speak to each other in situations like these to create a better environment. So, 

creating the Facebook group with all the participants and teachers next year before the classes 

start would be my asset. 

● Perhaps adding 1-2 days more to the school. Sometimes we felt tired, just some more free hours 

would be very nice. I would suggest coffee break between the lectures being 30 min. 
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● Perhaps it would have been somewhat useful for individual time planning, if I’d have had a sense 

of the school’s atmosphere beforehand. As a non-Ukrainian I had made some personal plans not 

related to the school’s program, which I might have reconsidered if I’d known how much fun the 

summer school was! I would have also enjoyed a get-to-know-each-other event in the beginning 

of the summer school. 

● Hotel in Tallinn is not worth the money it costs – maybe you could find something even more 

cheaper.  

 
9) Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements on a scale from 1 to 5, 

where 1 means “I strongly disagree” and 5 means “I agree completely.” Please indicate your 

opinion by inserting a number (1 to 5) below (feel free to provide comments and explanations if 

necessary). 
 
The organizers were friendly and helpful       
 
19 participants rated 5. No participants rated 1-4.        

 
The lecturers were friendly and helpful      
                   
16 participants rated 5 and 3 participants rated 4. No participants rated 1-3. 
 
I was treated with respect in this summer school         
 
19 participants rated 5. No participants rated 1-4.       

 
There were plenty of opportunities for participants to speak up, ask questions,  and express their 

views      
 
17 participants rated 5 and 2 participants rated 4. No participants rated 1-3. 

 
The school provided many opportunities for networking and meeting new people                           
 
13 participants rated 5, 5 participants rated 4, and 1 participant rated 3. No participants rated 1-2.  
 
I would recommend this summer school to others         
     
19 participants rated 5. No participants rated 1-4. 
       
Additional comments included the following:  

● I would love to put more than 5. 

● In response to the last question, one participant said that they “even started to recommend it 

recently after the homecoming.”  

● In reference to the question about networking/meeting new people, one participant said, “I 

thought we would have had something like an introduction meeting during our first day – it’s 

easy to do it even in the bus to Tartu. Everybody can stand up and briefly tell about himself so 

that the students get known each other better.”  

 
10) How did you hear about this summer school? (please list specific websites, if applicable) 
 
Participant responses typically listed various forms of social media. Below were their responses: 

● Facebook  
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● CEURUS website  

● http://www.academy.gov.ua/pages/dop/35/files/9efcbb19-d7cb-4bdd-b41e-a5309c14a632.pdf  

● http://www.studway.com.ua/nabir-do-litnoi-shkoli/  

● http://www.unistudy.org.ua  

● http://eu.prostir.ua/grants/index.html  

● Previous participants or professors  

● www.studway.ua  

● http://www.edu-active.com/camps/2015/jun/03/second-international-summer-school-tartu-

estonia.html  

     
11) Do you have suggestions about how we could advertise this school and our study programmes 

even more broadly (in Ukraine, but also to interested individuals in the EU)? Feel free to list 

specific websites, organizations, contacts, etc. 
 
Participants suggested the following specific websites:  

● https://www.facebook.com/OpportunitiesforUkrainians  

● http://civicua.org/main/index.html 

● http://gurt.org.ua/  

● https://biggggidea.com/   

●  http://unistudy.org.ua  

● http://platfor.ma/mozhlivosti/postosvita/  

● http://vk.com/scholarships  

● http://vk.com/smart_immigration  

● www.salto-youth.net/    

● http://www.edu-active.com/events/  

● www.youthop.com/   

● http://platfor.ma/  

● http://opportunitydesk.org/  

● http://www.mladiinfo.eu/  

● http://eu.prostir.ua/  

● http://www.interns.org.ua/  

 
Other common suggestions included the following:  

● Word of mouth 

● Public/student/youth pages 

● University home pages 

● NGOs 

● Previous alumni 

● Erasmus networks 
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