
Testimonials by participants to the International Summer School 2014 

 

 
Visiting the President of the Republic of Estonia, Toomas Hendrik Ilves  

 

This summer school was one of the best educational experiences I have had so far. Informative lectures and 

intense discussions helped me further understand the importance of national unity and democracy in a 

particular state in the context of regional and global security and stability. How successfully nations achieve 

these goals sounded like a real tutorial for the states still fighting for their prosperity. Friendly atmosphere 

and superb living conditions contributed to the educational process, and meeting politicians who had 

something to say to the participants, was a cherry on the pie. I am enormously grateful to Piret Ehin, Heiko 

Pääbo and others who organized this study trip to Estonia. 

Oleksandr Isaienko, Ukraine 

 

I am very grateful for having been selected to participate in this International Summer School on Ukraine as 

it fulfilled all my expectations!  I got such valuable insights into both the complex and multifaceted ongoing 

military conflict between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russia separatists as well as into the economic-political 

crisis in Ukraine more broadly. Many-many thanks to all the Ukrainians who were willing to share their 

reflections with us! 

Bret from Estonia 

It was a great honour to participate at the summer school organized by the Centre for EU-Russia Studies at 

Tartu for Ukrainian students and recent graduates. The program was a perfect combination of academic 

classes, social opportunities and inspiring meetings with policy-makers. I could not believe that CEURUS even 

managed to set up a meeting with the President of Estonia! I am very grateful to the program leaders, 

professors and the whole University, the campus of which I found very charming and inspirational. I don't 

even mention the city, which is just fantastic. I will certainly be back. 

Viktor Zagreba, non-profit activist and project manager from Ivano-Frankivsk  



 

Participation in this Summer School gave me inestimable experience and knowledge. I learned about the 

specific domestic situation in Estonia, and what is more important, I realised how to solve some of the 

Ukrainian problems by using the Estonian example. Thanks to the lectures I can now see the complexity of 

the Ukrainian geopolitical position. And the most important thing about the School is that it inspires you for 

further actions! 

Viktoria, Ukraine 

The summer school was really outstanding. Participants at the Summer School from Ukraine and Estonia had 

a chance to receive lectures and get involved in discussions with experts in different fields, among whom 

were Vello Andres Pettai, Piret Ehin, Heiko Pääbo and others.  

The Ukrainian participants had a unique chance to talk to the President of Estonia, Toomas Hendrik Ilves. 

The President was sharing his thoughts about the current international relations in the world and was very 

sincere with participants. We had an opportunity to meet with the member of the European Parliament 

Prof. Marju Lauristin, who had been an active defender of Estonian independence from the Soviet Union.  

Thanks to the magnificent Summer School young Ukrainian leaders got to know about the exceptional 

experience of Estonia in obtaining a considerable position in the world, and it inspired Ukrainian youth for 

the following positive changes in their homeland. 

Iaroslav Liubchenko, Ukraine 

 

 
Visit to the Supreme Court of  Estonia, Tartu 2014  


