
The Institute of Government and Politics and the Centre for EU-Russia Studies at the University of 

Tartu (Estonia) seek to recruit an 

 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  

in International Political Economy 

with a focus on the EU, Eastern Europe or Russia 
 

Contract period: up to 3.5 years, with the possibility of re-election 

Start date: September 2012 or as soon as possible 

Deadline for applications: May 11
th

, 2012 

 
The Institute of Government and Politics at the University of Tartu (Estonia) combines top-

level scholarly research with a dynamic, international learning environment at all three levels 

of higher education. Launched following the restoration of Estonia’s independence in 1991, 

the Institute has built up a range of strong, internationally accredited study programmes and 

climbed in international research rankings. A ranking of political science departments 

worldwide which focused on the quantity and impact of research publications (Hix 2004) 

ranked Tartu as the best publicly funded political science department in Eastern and Central 

Europe. 

The University of Tartu, founded in 1632, is the leading higher education and research centre 

of Estonia. The University offers 70 bachelor, 80 master and 35 doctoral study programmes. 

The total number of students is close to 18 000 (including over 650 international students). 

The UT has more than 1400 doctoral students and accounts for more than a half of all 

Estonia's doctoral defenses. The UT has 3500 employees, including 1700 academic 

employees (180 professors). UT scholars have produced over 34000 research publications 

(including 2500 in the ISI Web of Science). Ranked among the top 400 universities of the 

world, the University of Tartu was recently singled out in the Times Higher Education World 

University Rankings 2011-2012 as one of Eastern Europe's "most promising candidates to 

achieve world-class status." 

Recruitment for the position of an Associate Professor in International Political Economy is 

related to the establishment of a multidisciplinary Centre for EU-Russia Studies at the 

University of Tartu (UT) in 2011. The Centre pools scientists and experts from several fields 

in order to carry out in-depth research on interactions between the European Union, the 

Russian Federation and the countries in- between. The activities of the Centre are funded from 

a UT-financed research and development programme. The Associate Professor in 

International Political Economy will be employed at the Institute of Government and Politics 

but is expected to work closely with UT’s multidisciplinary area studies units (the Centre for 

EU-Russia Studies and the EuroCollege).  

 

The general duties of the Associate Professor include: 

- conducting research and publishing internationally, including in peer-reviewed journals; 

- teaching 2 courses per semester (4 hours per week in total), mostly at the MA level;  

- organizing and leading research teams; implementing R&D projects; preparing 

applications for external research funding; 

- supervising MA and Ph.D. students;  

- knowledge sharing with society. 

 



Requirements for the position include a Ph.D. or other equivalent academic degree, 

preferably in Political Science, Economics or a related field, a research profile relevant to the 

EU, Eastern Europe or Russia, a strong international publication record, and significant 

teaching experience at the university level. Fluency in English is required; knowledge of 

Russian is an asset.  

The Institute is particularly interested in candidates whose research focuses on topics and 

issues central to contemporary  agenda of EU-Russia relations (e.g. energy, infrastructure, 

modernization, trade relations) and/or European and national policy agendas (e.g. fiscal crisis, 

public finances, future of the welfare state, varieties of capitalism, etc).   

 

Terms of employment: The maximum duration of the contract is 3.5 years (until the end of 

2015). There is a possibility of re-election at the end of the contract period (for a 5-year 

period). The salary range is €2500-3500 gross per month (current income tax rate 21%), 

depending on the level of experience. Please note that the cost of living in Estonia and 

specifically Tartu is very affordable compared to most European cities.   

 

In order to apply: 

Please send a CV, a list of publications, and a cover letter explaining your motives for 

applying to Dr Piret Ehin (piret.ehin@ut.ee) by May 11
th

, 2012. Selected applicants will be 

invited to Tartu for an interview.  

 

For more information please contact Dr. Piret Ehin, Director of the Centre for EU-Russia 

Studies, (piret.ehin@ut.ee) and visit the following websites:  

University of Tartu: http://www.ut.ee; 

Institute of Government and Politics: http:// http://www.so.ut.ee/RTI_eng 

Centre for EU-Russia Studies: http://ceurus.ut.ee;  

Visiting Researcher’s Guide to Estonia: http://euraxess.ee/researchers-guide 
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