
University of Tartu  

The University of Tartu (UT) is Estonia’s leading centre of research and training. Founded in 1632 by 
the Swedish king Gustavus Adolphus, UT is the only classical university in Estonia, pursuing 
advanced learning in a wide variety of disciplines. UT belongs to the top 5% of the world's universities 
(QS World University Rankings 2010); in six fields of research, it ranks among the top 1% (ISI Web 
of Knowledge Essential Science Indicators). The robust research potential of the university is 
evidenced further by the fact that it is the only Baltic university that has been invited to join the 
Coimbra Group, a prestigious club of renowned research universities. The University of Tartu offers 
70 bachelor study programmes, 70 master curricula and 35 doctoral programmes. In 2011, the student 
body numbered 18, 000 (including over 670 international students). The University is located in the 
historic town of Tartu, Estonia’s second-largest city with a population of about 100 000 inhabitants. 

For more information, please see www.ut.ee 

 

Institute of Government and Politics 

The Institute of Government and Politics at the University of Tartu combines top-level scholarly 
research with a dynamic, international learning environment at all three levels of higher education.  
Launched following the restoration of Estonia’s independence in 1991, the Institute has quickly built 
up a range of strong, internationally accredited study programmes and climbed in international 
research rankings. For instance, a ranking of political science departments worldwide which focused 
on the quantity and impact of research publications (Hix 2004) ranked Tartu as the best publicly-
funded political science department in Eastern and Central Europe. Strong research performance, 
coupled with an advanced level of internationalization, secured the Institute a high place in an 
international excellence ranking by the Germany-based Centre for Higher Education Development 
(2009).  In 2008, the founder of political science in Tartu, Prof. Rein Taagepera, was awarded the 
internationally renowned Johan Skytte Prize in Political Science for his work on electoral systems. 
The Institute's faculty is young, dynamic and very international: faculty members come from seven 
different countries of origin and have earned degrees in Estonia, Denmark, Germany, France, Russia, 
the UK, Canada and the United States. A significant part of the teaching and learning at the Institute 
takes place in English: the Ph.D. programme is entirely in English, while about a half of the MA-level 
courses are taught in English. The Institute is a member of the European Consortium for Political 
Research, and participates in a number of international projects and networks. In 2012, the Institute 
will move to a newly renovated historic building atop Toome Hill in the heart of Tartu.  

For more information, please see www.so.ut.ee/RTI 

 

Centre for EU-Russia Studies 

Created in 2011, the Centre for EU-Russia Studies (CEURUS) is a multidisciplinary centre for 
research and teaching at the University of Tartu. It serves as a contact point for scholars, students and 
experts who share an interest in the evolving relationship between the European Union and the 
Russian Federation. CEURUS coordinates and sponsors a variety of activities related to research, 
teaching and public outreach in the area of EU-Russia relations. Building on Tartu’s long history as a 
meeting place of ideas and cultures at the border of Europe and Russia, the Centre seeks to evolve into 
an internationally renowned centre of competence in this field and to attract scholars and students 
from both East and West to the University of Tartu. The activities of the Centre are funded from a UT-
financed research and development programme. 

For more information, please see ceurus.ut.ee 


