Impressions and thoughts by participants to the Kaariku Summer School 2011:

A week in Kaariku flew by very fast, mostly because the activities, classes and people who attended
were really interesting and nice. | especially enjoyed the film nights and discussions after that — it was
very curious to see how students from Russia and Estonia react differently or similarly to delicate topics
as history politics and constructing political borders.

| would definitely recommend this project to other students who are interested in questions about
modern statehood, sovereignty, memory and democracy. | would even recommend it to students who
are not that interested in those topics, but wish to escape from their reality for a week and spend some
time in an intelligent environment. This summer school is an amazing opportunity to get to know
students from different places, make new friends and learn interesting things.

- Liis Kdngsepp, University of Tartu

When | first read the announcement and the programme of the summer school, | thought the whole
enterprise was either a ,, mission impossible” or a project by political scientists of immense brilliance.
When | came to Kaariku, | immediately perceived it was the latter. The mixture of participants included
people from Moscow, as well as representatives of Estonian and Russian communities of Estonia.
Notably, we could touch upon third rail topics and have heated discussions about historical memory of
the Second World War during the lectures, but afterwards we continued with friendly chat at the
canteen having tasty lunch. Facilitated by the wisdom of the lecturers and the amazing beauty of Kaariku
nature, we were all absorbed by the aura of personal appeal, which constitutes the basis for further
political communication and cooperation. We learned to approach political tensions, which are
constructed in nature, critically and even ironically. When our colleagues from Moscow gave me their
last hugs before jumping into the bus, they said: ,You live in a wonderful country, you know!“ and
immediately started planning when they could come back. | believe it was the most indicative
implication of the overall success of the summer school. | am really grateful to the organizers for having
invited me to the summer school and | would definitely be interested in attending another event of this
kind!

- Oksana Zueva, University of Tartu

I was interested in the themes of the School, such as sovereignty, identity, security, and
democracy, which are very topical and need to be researched. I am also sure that in order to
understand these political phenomena we should discuss them with foreign colleagues.

I liked lectures and discussions on sovereignty, secession movements, and history of the
development of the nation-states, held by Eiki Berg, Sergei Medvedev and Viatcheslav Morozov
respectively.



The communication with Estonian colleagues was interesting and instructive. I liked that
Estonian professors and students prepared systematic and detailed presentations. I was really
impressed by our Tartu tour on the last day of the School.

So I really enjoyed the School. However, it was not always comfortable to live according
to a Spartan timetable, having to wake up early and have early meals.

Peter Gordin, High School of Economics (HSE) Moscow

The School was the first event of this kind for me, and I am glad that I participated in it, because
I got a lot of new knowledge and impressions. I liked that we had enough time for practicing
sports — it was really great to go for a jog after playing volleyball or tennis! Moreover, we got to
know students from Tartu University and communicated with them a lot. In general, the School
exceeded my expectations and I would advice everybody to participate in it.

Anastasia Kalimanova, HSE Moscow

One of the reasons for my decision to participate in the Summer school was some
misunderstanding, which exists between Russians and Estonians. And I was glad that the School
proved that this is no more than a stereotype. I especially liked lectures on sovereignty and
democracy. With regard to our sports activities, it was a great idea of Sergei Medvedev to go for
a jog with us every day. The communication with our Estonian colleagues was a pleasant
experience as they appear to be sociable, tactful, and having good sense of humor. In my view,
this educational project should be continued in future as the School allows both to get new
knowledge and to have a good escape from the daily routine.

Mikhail Lanin, HSE Moscow

I had never thought much about my future specialization but the School gave me a clear
understanding of what I can do after finishing the university. The problems touched in the
lectures of the professors from Tartu University and HSE were concerned with sovereignty,
memory and democracy in connection with modern development of statehood and international
relations. The lectures were always interesting and interactive so everyone could express his or
her point of view and ask questions. Apart from studying we had a good opportunity to play
tennis and volleyball outdoors, to go walking, to enjoy picturesque landscape and take photos or
just to have fun together. At evenings we watched films connected with the topics of our lectures
and then discussed them. The week in Estonia quickly came to an end, but it gave me
unforgettable memories and I am just looking forward to visiting the School once again.

Elena Musich, HSE Moscow

The Summer school in Estonia was a rewarding educational and social experience. Organizing
such events is precisely what Russia and Estonia need to open a new page in the history of their
relations. We had active debate on important political topics, such as a problem of erosion of



state sovereignty and peculiarities of memory politics in different countries, tending to be
objective, and not hypocritical. For me it was very interesting to get to know colleagues from the
University of Tartu, which is one of the best universities in Eastern Europe. We also had a great
time, hanging out together. Kédériku Leisure and Sports Center is a perfect place to practice
sports as much as possible, and we played basketball, volleyball, and tennis. The participation in
the School opened Estonia for me, and I’'m sure that I will continue my intellectual and social
cooperation with this amicable country in future.

Igor Tomashov, HSE Moscow



